The genus Morinda L. (Rubiaceae) has been revised for its species diversity in the flora of Bangladesh. The genus is represented by five species, viz., M. angustifolia Roxb., M. citrifolia L., M. persicaefolia Ham., M. pubescens Smith and M. umbellata L. Of these, M. pubescens Smith is a new record for Bangladesh. A key to the species with vernacular names, descriptions, illustrations, photographs, ecology, uses, geographical distribution and status of occurrence in the flora is provided.
Introduction
The genus Morinda L. (Rubiaceae) is represented by 80 species in the tropical regions of the world (Mabberley 1997) . Most of the species of the genus originated in the regions of Borneo, New Guinea, Northern Australia and New Caledonia. Survey of relevant floristic literature, such as, Wallich (1828 Wallich ( -1849 , Roxburgh (1814 Roxburgh ( , 1832 , Voigt (1845) , Kurz (1877) , Hook. (1880), Heinig (1925) , Raizada (1941) , Sinclair (1956) , Prain (1903) , Dey et al. (1998) , Rashid et al. (1999) and Rahman and Das (2009) revealed four species, such as, M. angustifolia, M. citrifolia, M. persicaefolia and M. umbellata recorded from Bangladesh. Extensive field survey throughout Bangladesh and examination of a large number of collected herbarium specimens of the Rubiaceae available at ABD, CAL, E, K, DACB, Salar Khan Herbarium at Dhaka University (SKHDU), the Herbaria of Chittagong University (HCU), Bangladesh Forest Research Institute (BFRIH) and Bangladesh Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (BCSRIH) resulted in one more species which is Morinda pubescens Smith. It was previously known to occur in Sri Lanka, India and Malayan Archipelago.
Materials and Methods
Plants of the family Rubiaceae were collected from eastern part of Bangladesh, especially from the forests of Chittagong, Chittagong Hill Tracts and greater Sylhet district through extensive field surveys under Aberdeen University-Chittagong University Biodiversity Link Project. Moreover, specimens preserved at DACB, SKHDU, BFRIH and BCSIRH were borrowed at the Herbarium of Chittagong University (HCU). The identifications were confirmed by matching with the identified specimens available at ABD, BM, CAL, E and K. Nomenclature was updated following ICBN's rules, and by consulting recently published literature on the Rubiaceae and by searching internet.
A key to the species of the genus Morinda L. is prepared with the easily observable field characters, and taxonomic enumeration of all the five species are presented with updated nomenclature, commonly known synonyms, vernacular names, descriptions, illustrations, ecology, uses, geographical distribution and status of occurrence. A list of examined specimens of each species is also provided. Banamali, Bansak, Baroful, Daru haridra, Deru-haridra, Harinar phul, Holdiruk, Jangli bansak, Pan-dogi, Pandusi, Rong gach, Shalimaricha (Bangla) ; Koba bena; Kurarong, Rang gach (Chakma); Tara bata (Marma); Nykhawkrilo, Elingba (Mog); Bot tita (Tripura).
Results and Discussion
An evergreen shrub or small tree, about 6 m tall. Stipules broadly triangular, acute, up to 12 mm long. Petioles up to 4 cm long. Leaves narrowly lanceolate or oblanceolate, lamina 20-36 × 6-13 cm, apex narrowly acuminate, base caudate-acuminate, glabrous. Cymes terminal, lateral and leaf-opposed; peduncles up to 12 cm long. Flowers 5-merous, sweet scented, heterostylous, arranged on globose heads which gradually elongates as a small compound fruit; hypanthium fused below; calyx truncate; corolla white, entirely glabrous, tube narrow, up to 31 mm long, lobes spreading, elliptic, salver shaped, up to 15 mm long; filaments very short, anthers included; styles slender, stigma included or partly exserted. Fruits turbinate, few fruits set in each head, mostly free, turbinate, and black when dry. Flowering and fruiting period: December to September.
Ecology: Along the edges of forests. A shrub or small tree. Stems obtusely 4-angled, glabrous. Stipules broadly triangular, obtuse. Petioles short. Leaves elliptic to broadly elliptic to obovate, lamina 10-30 x 6-15 cm, glabrous, membranous, apex acute, base acute to cuneate. Inflorescences in dichasial cymes, condensed and aggregated into heads, borne on peduncles, the head ellipsoid, solitary, leaf opposed, at alternate node; bracts foliaceous. Flowers 5-merous; calyx tube or hypanthium urceolate, adnate to the ovary; corolla infundibular, lobes lanceolate, acute, glabrous, the throat pubescent, white; stamens epipetalous, filaments short, hairy, anthers oblongoid, introrse, dehiscence longitudinal; styles up to 14 mm long, stigma bi-lobed, ovary 2 chambered, ovules solitary in each locule. Fruits compound, smooth and glossy on fleshy heads; seeds ovoid. Flowering and fruiting period: May to November. Ecology: Plain lands, especially salty river banks and coasts.
Geographical distribution: Sri Lanka, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Malaysia, China, Australia and the Pacific islands.
Occurrence in Bangladesh:
It seems to occur throughout Bangladesh. Note: Roots are employed by the natives to dye red (Roxb. 1832). Due to its medicinal properties, the plant is collected and used by local herbalist without considering its regeneration. An evergreen, small low diffuse shrub, up to 1 m tall; branches flexuous, glabrous. Stipules subulate-acuminate to acute, from a broad base. Petioles up to 10 cm long. Leaves variable in breadth, obovate-lanceolate or oblanceolate or linear caudate-acuminate narrowed into the petiole, up to 15 cm long. Inflorescences a compound head. Flowers 5-merous, sessile, in a small sessile or shortly peduncled head arising from opposite or alternately single leaves or from the base of the end leaf; calyx truncate; corolla funnel shaped, glabrous, tubes up to 2 cm long, lobes oblong, blunt with glabrous throat. Fruits smooth, cherry sized, irregularly oblong. Flowering and fruiting period: March to August.
Status of occurrence: Common and widespread.

Morinda persicaefolia
Ecology: Over bushes besides canal. A small or middle sized tree up to 10 m tall, bark thick, rough, fissured and somewhat corky; branchlets often with a characteristic thin pallid to yellowish bark. Stipules deltoid to narrowly triangular, up to 8 mm long, apex acute, sometimes slightly bifid. Petioles up to 2.5 cm long. Leaves broadly elliptic to linear-lanceolate or obovate, lamina 6-20 × 5-8 cm, above glabrous, below glabrous or tomentose, apex acute to acuminate, base acute to cuneate. Inflorescence solitary, axillary or rarely terminal, ovoid or globose, capitulum, often appearing leaf-opposed or subtended by reduced leaf, pedicels up to 3.5 cm long. Flowers 5-merous; calyx limb short, truncate; corolla white, tubes up to 15 mm long, inside glabrous in the throat, lobes oblong, 6-8 mm long, recurved; anthers oblong, up to 5 mm long; stigma 2-lobed, styles up to 18 mm long. Drupes, coalescent into a globose or ovoid fleshy head, up to 3 cm across; seeds oblong, pyrenes stony. Flowering and fruiting period: May to February.
Ecology: Grows on hilly slopes and valley areas. A climbing shrub, up to 20 m long, slender, sarmentose. Stipules truncate, up to 15 mm long. Petioles up to 1 cm long. Leaves elliptic to elliptic-lanceolate, rarely ovate, lamina 6-10 x 2-5 cm, glabrous, apex acute to acuminate, base acute to cuneate, lateral nerves up to 8 pairs. Inflorescence a terminal umbel, heads small, less than 15 mm in diam., globose; pedicels up to 3 cm long. Flowers 4-merous; calyx limb short, truncate; corolla tubes very short, lobes up to 8 mm long, oblong-ovate, much longer than the tube, inside villous in the throat; anthers oblong, up to 1 mm, filament short, included; stigmas bi-lobed, styles 4 mm long. Drupes pyriform, irregularly lobed; seeds oblong. Flowering and fruiting period: June to September.
Ecology: Sea shores to hill slopes. 
